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Society: Book Reviews

Book Reviews
The Biohistory of F/,orida. By Francis William Zettler. (Sarasota, FL:
Pineapple Press, 2015. Illustrations, selected reference, index.
Pp. 189. $19.95 paperback.)

Florida has emerged as the weird state, the place where strange
things h~ppen, and strange people live. Books such as Weird Rorida (2005), Fringe Florida (2013), and Oh, Rorida! (2016) line the
shelves of bookstores. Perhaps that is because Florida started out
differently than the rest of the United States. As Francis William
Zettler points out in his excellent book, the land Florida sits on is
unlike the rest of North America, and its development involved a
fascinating mix of unusual land formations, strange creatures, and
a variety of people.
Zettler's book traces the history of Florida, but it is not a traditional history, with politicians, wars, and economic ups and downs.
It is a history of the land and nature and its impact on the species
that have lived in Florida. The foundation of Florida began as part
of northwestern Africa-the African Tectonic Plate-which broke
off and attached itself to North America, sticking out as if it did
not belong. Gradually, Florida emerged from beneath the sea and
about thirty-five million years ago reached sea level. The foundation may have come from Africa, but North America contributed to
the formation, acquiring its wide beaches from the eroding Appalachian Mountains.
Zettler tells a seldom-told story of the early , animals that
roamed the Florida plains. There was the Mesohippus, a sort of
horse that looked like it aspired to be a zebra, and the borophagine dogs, known as bone-crushers that were feared by nearly every
species. Later came the shovel-tusked elephants, an elephant with
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a truck that resembled the front-end of an anteater. Finally, there
were bison, cougars, and beavers as big as bears.
The last to arrive were people, reaching Florida some 12,000
years ago, coming from Asia over the Bering land bridge and eventually reaching Florida after a journey of nearly four-thousand
miles. Not only did people cross the bridge, but Florida's first
flora and fauna are believed to have come by the same route. The
grasses came first from Asia, then maize (corn) which became a
staple crop for the first settlers. The water levels were 200 to 300
feet lower, and the land mass extended some seventy-five to onehundred miles to the west. Depending on global warming and
cooling, Florida has grown and shrunk.
The coming of the Europeans brought diseases which decimated the native population, but they also brought horses, which were
domesticated and became a means of transportation and beasts of
burden. The Spanish also brought their Catholic religion, establishing missions as far north as present-day South Carolina, tempering the Spanish instinct to enslave the native population. Railroads
created a new Florida, bringing in large number of tourists, and
creating the citrus industry. From the moment they arrived, the
first humans began wiping out animals, and later, harvested cypress
and pine trees and drained and paved over the wetlands with no
concern for the future. The saddest story may be the millions of
birds slaughtered for their plumes to satisfy a millinery craze that
swept the nation in the late I 9 th and early 20 th centuries. The egret
with its snow-white feathers, was nearly wiped out by the hunters,
and their feathers were worth their weight in gold.
Zettler knows his subject well. For nearly four decades, ~e
taught at the University of Florida College of Agriculture, and one
of his courses was "Biohistory: Plants, Plagues, and People," (which
could have been an apt title for this book), and previously wrote
The Biohistory ofAlachua County, Florida (2015). The book is a worthy
addition to the literature of natural Florida, first recounted by William Bartram in I 779 ( Travels of William Bartram) and followed by
others such as John James Audubon half a century later. Zettler has
made a significant contribution to Florida history.
James C. Clark
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Indian River Lagoon: An Environmental History. By Nathaniel
Osborn. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2016.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. ix, 210. $26.95 cloth.)
The Indian River Lagoon (IRL) is a system of four, interconnected bodies of water that span roughly one third of central
and southern Florida's eastern coastline. As a part-terrestrial and
part-marine environment, and a meeting place between both fresh
and saltwater and temperate and subtropical climes, the IRL is
"the most biologically diverse estuarine ecosystem in the United
States" (1). Now, in this concise and compelling volume, Nathaniel Osborn has condensed the history of this complex and fragile
ecosystem into a case study that is similar in spirit to David McCally's The Everglades: An Environmental History (2000). Overall, Indian
River Lagoon is a text that specialists on South Florida history will
read for its rich details and others may examine for its takeaways
about how the IRL's history can inform our approach to modern
environmentalism.
In Indian River Lagoon, Osborn succinctly narrates both the natural and the human history of the IRL, from its origins in the late
Pleistocene to the present day. His first chapter takes the reader up
to the end of the Second Seminole War ( 1842). His second chapter
narrates the arrival of the mostly white and northern settlers from
the Reconstruction and Gilded eras (pre-1890s). These migrants
were distinct from the Southern pioneers who lived inland on the
peninsula-known as crackers-and the Caribbean pioneers who
clung mostly to the keys-known as conchs. Migrants to the Indian
River region came with a romantic concept of sublime nature, as
well as an ambitious mentality of land development framed by the
internal improvements they witnessed along the Upper East Coast
and Great Lakes. As such, they were able to do what boosters of the
colonial-era had only been able to promise. They' made the first
significant attempts to alter the ecology of the lagoon system and
start creating the concept of a modern Florida.
Osborn's third and fourth chapters form the core of Indian
River Lagoon. They take the reader from roughly 1881 up to the
present day, with notable turning points around 1941 and 2000.
Before 1941, the IRL system was mostly defined by work. Humans
related to the waterway via the extraction and production of tangible and marketable commodities like salvage, fish, game, boats, and
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agriculture. This relationship increased as cars and trains replaced
sails and steam engines. After 1941, a new postwar boom in migration combined with suburbanization to turn the ecosystem into an
area defined mostly by recreation. Mosquito impoundments and
affordable air-conditioning also helped to revive the idea of the
Romantic Sublime. Humans now began to relate to the waterway
more indirectly through the proliferation of cheap housing and a
service-sector economy. This transition from labor to leisure had
been largely completed by the year 2000.
Throughout Indian River Lagoon, Osborn emphasizes the
hybrid nature of the IRL as a place of both ineffable beauty and
astonishing horror. He states that, whether by humans creatingjetties, dams, reservoirs, or causeways, or by nature shifting barrier
islands and shoaling or opening up inlets, the IRL has always been
an unstable and transitioning environment. Long before septic
tanks and canals polluted the IRL with human waste and excess
freshwater, the lagoon was a site of hurricanes, freezes, and massive
fish kills. The awe of early settlers was almost always tempered by
the anxieties they felt toward malaria, mosquitos, isolation, storms,
oppressive heat, or the foul smell of decomposing vegetation. The
algae blooms of the twenty-first century are only the most recent
manifestation of this capricious and often-unforgiving history.
In terms of framing, Osborn has written Indian River Lagoon
in response to the logic of restoration ecology. This is a movement
that has risen to popularity since the 1980s and generally argues
for restoring landscapes to a state of previous conditions now perceived as natural. Contrary to this logic, Osborn states that the IRL
should not be characterized as a passive, abused terrain in a declensionist story with humans and artifice on one side and nature and
stability on the other. Instead, humans should be acknowledged as
a "fundamental and legitimate part of nature," (5). Opposing us to
nature is based upon the fantasy that the IRL ever had a period in
its history not characterized by flux, transition, and instability. As
Osborn warns, any attempt to "restore" the system to a "naturar'
state will be based upon a flawed and arbitrary standard.
Overall, Indian River Lagoon is not a simple book about how
humans have destroyed the IRL. Rather, it is a nuanced story
about how a changing ecosystem and a changing human society
have mutually shaped one another. In the end, Osborn's greatest contribution lies in his suggestion that modern restorationists
often have more in common with their Gilded Age predecessors
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than they might like to imagine. The latter wanted to stabilize the
environment in the name of progressive development, while the
former wants to do so in the name of progressive conservation.
Nonetheless, both believe that the IRL must be stabilized. Both
believe that they should be able to control or predict how naturewhich includes humans and the environment-will respond to
their actions. And both are motivated by an idea of the Romantic
Sublime.
Instead of the Gilded Age or modern-restoration mentality,
Osborn leaves us with a different message. He asks us to recognize
that the imperiled environment we have right now is one shaped
by both the vagaries of nature and the creations of man, and that
it will continue to be so for the foreseeable future. As such, we
would do better to stop thinking about the ways in which human
manipulation can be undone in order to save an environment that
we think was natural, and start thinking about how it can be better
utilized in order to foster the kind of environment that we want
now. If we make this change, Osborn writes, then human artifice
will have a positive role to play in increasing the biodiversity of
ecosystems like the IRL.
Devin Leigh

University of California, Davis

Beyond Redemption: Race, Violence, and the American South after
the Civil War. By Carole Emberton. (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2013. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes
index. Pp. 271. $5.00 cloth.)
Carol Emberton's Beyond Redemption: Race, Violence, and the
American South after the Civil War is intended as a revisionist work.
Emberton seeks to demonstrate the limits of History as a discipline when exploring white America's long standing embrace, use,
ambivalence, and institutionalization of violence as a viable political tool. Literary theory opens the study of Civil War and Reconstruction violence to the languages of redemption and suffering.
Emberton argues that Beyond Redemption "is a study of the making of manhood, freedom, and citizenship" from the Civil War to
the ascension of Rutherford B. Hayes to the presidency (2). The
work is also about white national reconciliation upon the backs
and rights of African Americans as the nation searched for ways of
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using black bodies for slavery, terminating slavery through war, and
then finding new ways to coerce black labor, direct black bodies,
and present blacks as potential citizens of the nation. This Radical
Republican led endeavor failed. It crashed upon the rocks of white
efforts to arm blacks for the preservation of the Union while at the
same time hoping against hope that blacks would not embrace violence as a legitimate means of imposing change, especially political
change, as whites had since the American Revolution.
Yet in the end, Southern white redemptive violence ruled the
day as Radical Republicans failed to understand the power of violence to unite whites, its ability to mobilize white men both regionally and nationally, and its attraction in the South as the vehicle to
restore white rule. Violence, power, and politics were connected
and part of the American political tradition dating back to the
American Revolution. During Reconstruction, Southern Redeemers clothed themselves in this tradition, while redefining manhood and convincing Northern whites that blacks were violent and
unworthy of having any citizenship rights.
The work's primary focus is on martial manhood: "the relationship between violence, manhood, and politics" and as a result
"this book contributes to the history of American manhood" and
gender by tracing the origins of "martial or 'primitive' masculinity" to "the mid century, when war, emancipation, and Reconstruction produced a political culture that idealized military valor and
sacrifice as the ultimate expression of American citizenship" (2).
Emberton also contends that the work contributes to "the history
of Reconstruction." While this argument is the weaker of the two,
Emberton asserts that Reconstruction was "a struggle to overcome
the ambivalence that characterized antebellum notions of masculinity and violence." The "glorification of war and soldering" during the Civil War and afterward also helped shape "the visions of
freedom and manliness among both blacks and whites'~ as the ideals of being a citizen-soldier combined with politics, violence, and
citizenship ( 103).
Martial manhood, Emberton argues, was neither liberating
nor the avenue toward freedom and citizenship. It "masked critical
aspects of the black military experience that circumscribed freed
people's aspirations at the same time it opened up new possibilities." Freedom focused solely on manhood was limited, but the
boundaries of martial manhood's "limitations . . . as a vehicle for
freedom . . . remained largely unacknowledged" by scholars and
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss2/6
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the nation (104). As a result, military service "proved to be such a
weak hook on which to hang blacks' hopes for citizenship" (135).
This argument begins a · component of the work that comes very
close to blaming the victim, African Americans. While Emberton
argues the traditional historical themes of white-black conflicting
visions of freedom, the Civil War and its post-war legacy point to
black visions of freedom as the center ofwhywhitesjoined together
in fear against black freedom and citizenship. Specifically, "Black
men could act violently so long as white men directed the action,
but they could not do so on their own . . . . As agents of that violence, black [Civil War] soldiers represented both the power of the
victorious Union war machine and the loss and humiliation of the
defeated [South]." Further, "black men had become their own liberators," a tradition white America had claimed as exclusively its
own during the Revolutionary War without having to pay a price.
For blacks freedom came with "a price," because "their wartime
service" made "potent symbols of the power of African Americans
to affect the course of history as well as of the savage [ Civil War]
violence that had wracked the nation" ( 135).
What was the national and regional path not taken from 1850 to
1876 in the United States if martial manhood, military service, and
patriarchy cut from the political and social conversation women,
children, and powerless effeminate slaves and savage emancipated
blacks? Beyond Redemption asserts that violence is fur,idamental to
the American way of politics. Violence also caused the nation, its
citizens, and politicians to debate the utility of violence as a useful
tool in the immediate wake of the Civil War's carnage. Yet, from the
Revolutionary War through the Civil War and on to Reconstruction, violence, citizenship, manhood, and belonging have been
intertwined in the American story that defined who was worthy
and unworthy of membership within the nation. Nationhood and
violence on this path is for whites only. It unites whites even though
it is a unity justified by violent men. Manhood too emerged out of
this violence, yet what was the alternative path that could have been
taken besides martial manhood?
Beyond Redemption does not examine the broad scope of Reconstruction. It misses the institution building, community construction, and the complexity of the African American communities of
the South: rural and urban and male and female that exceeded
and used martial manhood, the militia, and the desire for autonomy to build their vision of citizenship and national belonging.
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Beyond R.edemption challenges martial manhood but leaves us wondering, what was the alternative path to end slavery and establish
black citizenship?
Gregory Mixon

University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Uncommonly Savage: Civil War and Remembrance in Spain and the
United States. By Paul D. Escott (Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 2014. Acknowledgements, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. x, 257. $74.95).
Historians worldwide have been examining how nations
react to the memories of wars, spurred on by anniversaries involving the world wars of the twentieth century, nearly a half dozen
civil wars in Europe and the Americas in the same century, and
other conflicts in Asia. A similar process has been independently,
yet simultaneously, underway with respect to the American Civil
War (1861-1865) and the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), two of
the most intensely studied in recent years. In this book historian
Paul D. Escott contributes one of the first studies on how nations
reacted to the memories of civil wars by comparing each to the
other, instead of just focusing on one. He looks at both the Spanish and American civil wars. In the process, Escott provides historians with a framework for comparing civil wars, and what he calls
"the problems left by such wars" ( 1). He discusses their legacies
by examining the ideologies and memories of both sides of each
conflict, as well as the political evolutions of both nations with an
emphasis on how civil war affected these. A third chapter discusses
reconciliations, including how these were being done right now in
South Africa and Chile. He also devotes an entire chapter to the
economic consequences of both conflicts.
Both wars cost their nations a great deal of lives, and engendered many bitter memories, particularly on the losing sides. In
both instances, the grip of past events proved strong and endured
to the present. For each country in each chapter he describes
events in one country, then those of the other. Without overdoing
it, as he narrates a nation's experiences he compares and contrasts
those of the other, finding many common experiences.
In the case of the United States, central issues he discusses
include slavery, the tenacity of the Lost Cause and the rol e of white
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Southern elites who maintained a debasement of African Americans throughJim Crow laws and other practices for a century. While
for historians of either conflict much will appear that is familiar, he
brings their experiences up-to-date as of 2012. He found common
themes in both: the strength of memories over time, the reconceptualization of past events to justify subsequent actions of both sides,
and the profoundly influential effect of the conflicts on regional
politics, even a century later. Local elites continued to hold on
to their original war-positions, especially the Catholic Church and
landowners in Spain, and White Southern agricultural and conservative political elites in the South. There were differences too.
Examples include a repressive regime in Spain that won the civil
war, and the U.S. North that moved on to industrialization and
essentially let the white elites in the South run their region as they
wanted until the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s
forced changes on all.
What should be of particular interest to American readers is
what is happening with reconciliation activities around the world.
South Africa and Chile have implemented innovative practices to
put behind them hatreds, old practices derived from the origins of
earlier conflicts, and redefine the mission of their modern states.
Escott argues that Americans, and especially some Southerners,
have not forgotten or forgiven, yet the examples of these other
countries offer evidence that old issues can be settled peacefully.
However, so long as economic and social circumstances are not
changed, the passage of time is irrelevant; old wounds stay open
and painful. He also engages the sensitive issue of compensation,
a topic that loomed in all countries dealing with prior perceived
injustices and civil wars, with some suggestions that descendants
of slaves should be compensated. Escott points out that this has
not gone far in other countries, but explains why with a useful set
of insights for those concerned with the topic in.the United States.
Some readers are going to have difficulties with this book
because if they are interested in the American Civil War, they will
find his accounts of modern Spanish events tedious. If one is a
Spanish reader, he has offered more than he or she may want to
know about the Daughters of the Confederacy, Reconstruction,
andJim Crow. But Escott has demonstrated a deep understanding
of both nations. Audiences interested in one country or another
will find his narrative authoritative and informative. He displays
an absolute command of the sources and the context of both case
studies, providing in this reviewer'sjudgmentjust the right amount
Published by STARS, 2016
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of detail to explain how remembrances of a civil war are played out
emotionally, politically, economically, ideologically, and in one's
sense of identity. Southerners reading this review should seriously
consider exploring Escott's book. He is blunt, but accurate, in his
assessments of the activities of two societies still struggling with
the consequences of very bloody, expensive civil wars. He accomplished his objectives and, in the process, offered us new insights
on how Americans have dealt with their internecine heritages of
the Civil War. It is a well done book.
James W. Cortada

University of Minnesota

Declarations ofDependence: The Long Reconstruction ofPopular Politics
in the South, 1861-1908. By Gregory P. Downs. (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2011. Acknowledgements,
illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. 360. $39.95 cloth.)
While doing research this summer, I came across several letters
that nicely corroborate Gregory P. Downs' argument. "Dear Sir,
May it please your excellent Majesty to hear an appeal from me concerning the severe persecution of my brethern [sic] in the South."
"To His Excellency, W. M. McKinly. Dear Sir, in behalf of humanity
and justus, I beg leave to call your attention to the condition of
affairs in this State." "Hon. Sir, I a Negro woman of this city, appeal
to you from the depths of my heart, to do something in the Negro
behalf. . . . I call on you the head of the American Nation t~ help
these humble subjects[. W]e are loyal[. W]e go when duty calls us."
Written in response to the Wilmington, North Carolina, racial violence of 1898, all three letters plainly employed what Downs calls
a "vernacular vocabulary of dependence" that emerged in the crucible of the Civil War and persisted, with the full encouragement of
professional politicians, through Reconstruction and Redemption
well into the Progressive Era. And though Downs' study focuses
on North Carolina, his argument for the existence of a distinctly
American "patronal style" of politics has much wider application.
He takes seriously, for example, the relatively new idea that Reconstruction should be seen more as a process of state-building than
as a discrete period with clear starting and ending dates. Similarly,
he rejects the old view that pleas for aid and protection reflected
the poor, rural citizen's lack of political experience. Patronalism,
he contends, was a deliberate strategy that needy people employed
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss2/6
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because it reflected their understanding of how governments actually ·worked, not how they should work. In this way, Downs challenges scholars to revisit several long-standing myths about American
political culture, especially the belief that Americans have historically despised dependence and preferred weak governments. Likewise, his thoughtful conclusions about the meaning of Hurricane
Katrina "Basic human need continues to drive many people's
relationship with the state" (218) - will prompt many readers to
reflect on the nature of liberalism since the Great Society.
The book is organized into seven chapters that move chronologically from the "Confederate Roots of Dependence" to "White
Supremacy and the Growth of the Modern State." In between, he
examines slaves' attitudes toward Lincoln and the Union, the views
of Freedman's Bureau agents toward impoverished Southerners,
the way prayer and religious language flavored most forms of political discussion, and the fetishism that marked Populist rhetoric.
There is also a coda, "Desperate Times Call for Distant Friends:
Franklin Roosevelt as the Last Good King" that explores patronalism 's sudden resurgence in the 1930s and its eventual decline during World War II. As should be clear from these topics, Downs'
,¥ork is not only informed by recent scholarship in political history,
but also on gender, race, and religion. Each chapter is based on
extensive research in archival collections, especially the Southern
Historical Collection at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. Downs is at his best when probing specific letters for evidence
of popular attitudes toward government and government officials,
but he p~operly draws attention to other kinds of discourse, too,
including political cartoons, magazine illustrations, poetry, and
photographic portraits. Though few in number, the twelve images
and their lengthy captions add significantly to what is an elegantly
,,vritten and persuasively argued book.
lvlargaret !VI. Mulrooney

James Madison University

"When. Tobacco Was King: Families, Fa.-r1n Labor, and Federal Policy
·i n the Piedmont. By Evan P. Bennett. (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2014. Acknowledge1nents . illustrations, note~,
bibliography, index. Pp. x, 152. $74.95 cloth.)

l"11i.e n Tobacl·o l"\-"7.s King provides an indispensable historical
and analytical perspective on one of the 1nost i1nportant crops and
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agricultural landscapes in the United States. Many people do not
know the extent to which tobacco-a plant with clear linkages to
the death toll caused by the cigarette industry-has been historically and culturally embedded in the lifeworld of swathes of the
American South, such as the Piedmont region described in this
book. The most remarkable thing about vVhen Tobacco Was King
is found in its insistence on telling an honest and objective story
about the history of tobacco in the South, eschewing the romance
often found in portrayals and museums, coming to grips with the
complex realities that have long characterized the production of a
difficult, enduring, thirteen-month crop.
After opening the book with a vivid description of "worming,"
a traditional part of the production process, the author, Evan P.
Bennett, writes:
[In] the Tobacco South and in the rural South generally,
memory often erodes difference and collapses experience.
As activities such as worming become benign memories,
they lose their context. Tobacco farming becomes a historical artifact, something quaint that should be revered
and whose loss should be mourned. The loss of thousands
of farms, the pressure of increasing global competition,
and the scorn of a larger nonsmoking population have
incubated a yearning in some to recast tobacco farms as
centers of agrarian virtue and historical rootedness (2).
In response to this tendency to romanticize and dehistoricize
tobacco production and tobacco landscapes, vVhen Tobacco .Was
King argues for the prevalence of instability in the region, the complexity of family labor, and the meteoric shifts that fundamentally
remade tobacco in past decades as globalization and neoliberal
reforms shifted the scale and register of production and consumption. Without this book we are left with the staid dioramas of museums that make the past quaint and dispense with its violence and
sudden weight. This book instead helps us to engage with a plant
and its emplacement in a richly historical and complex social world
in ways that permit us to appreciate the nuances o~ value and virtue, transformation and yearning.
vVhen Tobacco Was King focuses on tobacco production in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, specifically the Old Bright
Belt, a region of Virginia and North Carolina centered on Danville. It begins with emancipation as a basic reorientation of labor
and land use dynamics in the region, looking specifically at how
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evolving entanglements of race, class, gender, and family shaped
the political economy and culture of tobacco production. Readers
are treated to close scrutiny of the work of farm groups such as the
Grange, the Farmers' Alliance, and the Farmer's Union in shaping this lifeworld and economy, as well as the role of tobacco companies, the federal government, landowners, sharecroppers and
workers, farm families, grower cooperatives, and political leaders.
This is a complex portrayal of various divergent and convergent
interests and how voices and impulses came together to direct federal tobacco policy through the New Deal period. There is much
about commodity prices and subsidies, lived struggles and social
experience, the familial and collective scales around which tobacco politics was organized, and the always contentious wrangling
between producers of different sizes and clout. As the book works
its way from emancipation through the late nineteenth and early
twentieth-centuries, and through the New Deal, it comes around to
a discussion of major political-economic changes in federal tobacco policy in the postwar decades, winding down to conclude in the
present-day. This is truly a history of the American Century as told
through the lens of an important, problematic, confounding crop.
Relationships between producer families and markets and companies changed, labor arrangements came to center on new forms
of management and mechanization, and the whole tradition of
family-oriented tobacco production became globalized and complicated as the federal tobacco subsidy program waned. Readers
thus learn about how southerners became Americans as tobacco
became king.
"When Tobacco Was King is a courageous book. It takes on a
subject that is ordinarily talked about in stark terms-tobacco has
either a laudable, unproblematic heritage or is the great scourge of
public health-and comes at things from the standpoint of people
who worked hard to make a living in tobacco and lived history in
ways that have been complex, not-so-stark, and rooted in sustaining and challenging relationships to governments, organizations,
companies, and local and global geographies and economies. This
book finds a welcome home in a growing body of scholarly literature on tobacco agriculture, helping us to understand, beyond
the public health sloganeering or the denials and distortions of
museum dioramas, exactly what is so human and experientialand so real and thorny and vital and relatable-about the tobacco
plant. Tobacco emerges here as neither good nor bad, sacred nor
Published by STARS, 2016
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profane-only there, historical, indispensable, something that
must be confronted and understood in a rigorously scholarly manner, and which must be approached sensitively, complexly, and
probingly because its roots run deep in places like the Old Bright
Belt. "It is important not to idealize that world," Bennett writes in
the Conclusion. "It was far from perfect. However, it was a unique
time in the history of southern agriculture. Its passing is sad, if
only because of what's coming next," he ends the book, gesturing to the reality that today tobacco's globalization is startling and
links transformed places like Danville with consumers around the
world in ways that bring the public health problems associated with
smoking-and the economic difficulties of producing the crop in a
free-market environment-to an even starker foreground.
lVhen Tobacco Was King is also supremely readable, written in
such a way that opens its attributes and arguments up to a wide
audience and allows it to find a readership across a great number
of fields-American history and politics, the history of the South,
environmental studies and ecology, public health and American
Studies. This book is highly recommended, insightful and readable, moves up and down levels of the tobacco industry to work
through the history and culture of a particular part and moment
of the South, and provides a useful counterpoint to the tendency
to oversimplify or reduce what tobacco has meant and done historically, socially, politically, and experientially in the United States.
Peter Benson

Washington University in St. Louis

Remem,bering Paradise Park: Tourism and Segregation at Silver Springs.
By Lu Vickers and Cynthia Wilson-Graham.
(Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2015.
Acknowledgements,
illustrations, bibliography index. Pp. 227. $34.95 cloth.)

Remembering Paradise Park provides an intimate and detailed
account of Florida's most popular recreation center for African
Americans during the Jim Crow era. From 1949 un~il 1969 Paradise
Park was the African American appendage to Silver Springs, the
Sunshine State's premier tourist attraction known world-wide for
its glass bottom boats and the setting for numerous films, including
the famous Tarzan movies starring Johnny Weissmuller. The men
responsible for spearheading Silver Springs' extraordinary growth
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss2/6
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and popularity, William "Shorty" Davidson and Carl Ray, purchased
the attraction in 1924. Soon thereafter the new owners introduced
glass bottom boats that were piloted exclusively by African Americans, whose skill, strength, and story-telling were greatly admired.
The tradition of blacks piloting boats in the Silver Springs area
dates back to the mid-nineteenth century. Because of Jim Crow's
idiosyncratic nature, neither the boatmen nor their families could
ride as passengers or use any of the roadside attraction's facilities.
After World War II, when Silver Springs' popularity blossomed
and African American demands for equal access to public facilities
increased, Davidson and Ray felt pressured to accommodate the
growing numbers of black employees as well as their families and
friends who wanted to partake in the Silver Springs experience.
Fully integrating Silver Springs during the 1940s was unthinkable
given Florida's laws and customs, so the owners created Paradise
Park-a section of Silver Springs reserved exclusively for African
Americans, where blacks could board glass bottom boats, picnic,
and swim.
Paradise Park's popularity was enhanced by its uniqueness-as
mid-century black families had precious few recreational options in
the Sunshine State, and "Silver Springs was the only Florida roadside attraction that created a separate facility for African Americans" (11). By 1953, 150,000 people per year were visiting Paradise
Park, leading Ebony magazine to anoint it the South's biggest recreational attraction for African Americans. Although Davidson and
Ray were responsible for establishing Paradise Park, its manager,
former boat driver Eddie Vereen, was vital to the park's success.
Several of those interviewed for Remembering Paradise Park praised
Vereen's firm but fair leadership and business acumen. Most interviewees had positive recollections of the park, and Vickers and
Graham-Wilson concluded that Paradise Park was~ "bright shining
oasis" (129) that was a good place for people to work and socialize, as well as for family members to relax, enjoy nature, and share
quality time with one another. However, some of those interviewed
expressed displeasure with racial discrimination at Silver Springs.
Boatman Henry Brown recalled that white patrons at Silver Springs
were serviced first: "Remember, Paradise Park owned nothing.
The Jungle cruise boat would come down [ to Paradise Park] if they
could get free; the glass bottom boats were sort of on call" ( 146).
Silver Springs was lavishly rebuilt in 1955 following a devastating
fire, but Paradise Park received no such upgrade.
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The book's final chapter places Paradise Park's 1969 demise
within the context of the 1960s struggle to desegregate Florida's
beaches, and critiques Silver Springs' desegregation process. While
acknowledging that ending Jim Crow at Silver Springs was positive,
most interviewees, former employees and vacationers, possessed
fond memories of Paradise Park and lamented its closure. But
some expressed anger at Silver Springs' lack of sensitivity toward its
African American clientele. Paradise Park was abruptly closed by
ABC, who had purchased Silver Springs in 1962. The new owner
did not solicit input from African Americans concerning Paradise
Park's fate, nor did ABC make much effort to encourage blacks to
patronize Silver Springs after the park closed.
With its abundance of memorable photographs and personal
accounts of Florida's most popular black vacation spot during the
1950s, R.emembering Paradise Park will be enjoyed by non-scholars
interested in race relations and African American recreation during the Jim Crow era. Scholars will glean much useful information from the book's comprehensive and contextualized account
of Paradise Park's (and Silver Springs') history. Although it does
not explicitly address the controversy, R.emembering Paradise Park will
fuel the ongoing scholarly debate over what Andrew Kahrl labeled
the segregation-as-congregation paradigm-the notion that African Americans benefited from segregation because it strengthened
community bonds (Andrew W. Kahrl, The Land was Ours: African
American Beaches from Jim Crow to the Sunbelt South, 2012). While
many of the interviewees in R.emembering Paradise Park appe~r to
support the paradigm by expressing nostalgia for the communal
bonds forged at Paradise Park, to some the park evoked unpleasant
memories of American apartheid's injustices, thus providing support for Kahrl's assertion that the paradigm romanticizes Jim Crow
by minimizing its destructive consequences for African American
communities.
R.emembering Paradise Park is a valuable addition to the meager
volume of literature on African American tourism in Jim Crow
Florida.
However, the book contains occasional inaccuracies,
such as the claim that "By the early 1900s Marion County's African
Americans were the most 'prosperous in the South"' (36). The
source of this information, Ocala's historic preservation website
(which includes no citations), reports that "By 1914, [Ocala's]
black residents were said to be some of the most prosperous in the
South" (http:/ /www.ocalafl.org/historic/H03.aspx?id=346). The
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss2/6
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misstatement of the website's narrative aside, more authoritative
sources should have been consulted.
Describing events unrelated to the topic at hand is another
unfortunate feature of Remembering Paradise Park. For example, in
the midst of providing an account of the black freedom struggle
in Ocala (the closest city to Silver Springs), Vickers and WilsonGraham digress with a lengthy account of the infamous 1964 civil
rights battle in St. Augustine without making any clear connection
between that episode and events in the Silver Springs area. Also, the
book contains several unnecessarily long, extraneous quotations,
exemplified by Mary McLeod Bethune's grandson Albert narrating
his automobile driving career. Only the follow-up quotation, which
discusses his grandmother's impressions of Paradise Park during
her 1950 visit, is on-topic. But these flaws do not negate the book's
important contributions, and Remembering Paradise Park should be
read by those interested in the African American experience during the Jim Crow era, recreational opportunities for blacks ( especially black Floridians) during that era, as well as the process and
consequences of desegregation.
Leonard R. Lempel

Daytona State College

The Southern Manifesto: Massi,ve Resistance and the Fight to Preserve
Segregation. By John K. Day. (Jackson: University Press of
Mississippi, 2014. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. viii, 241. $60.00 cloth.)
When the Supreme Court of the United States declared racial
segregation as unconstitutional in public education in Brown v.
Board of Education in 1954/55, segregationists across the South
formed a resistance movement, known by its self-designation as
"Massive Resistance." Attacking the ruling from a variety of hostile
positions, including states' rights, and denouncing civil rights activists as Communist agents, fervent proponents of Massive Resistance
- as John K. Day defines them, "intransigent segregationists," (5)
who actively sought to defy Brown - entered a political, legal, and
publicity battle with civil rights activists during the next decade.
The Declaration of Constitutional Principles, commonly referred
to by its "nom de guerre" (124) as the Southern Manifesto, served
as the political legitimization for white supremacists' resistance to
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desegregation and galvanized the movement. Signed by ninetynine members of the United States Congress and promulgated on
March 12, 1956, the Declaration claimed that the "unwarranted
decision of the Supreme Court" had been "a clear abuse ofjudicial
power," encroaching on states' rights and the legislative prerogative
of Congress, relied on "unproven scientific theories" and destroyed
"the supposedly harmonious race relations" that had existed in
the South (83). The document announced that the undersigned
sought to reverse Brown "by all lawful means" ( 162).
Unifying the Southern Congressional Delegation, i.e., intransigent segregationists and self-proclaimed moderates, and by extension their constituents, the Manifesto not only "mirrored" regional
segregationists' rhetoric, but fostered both state and national resistance to the increasing successes of black civil rights activism, and
produced "a moderate national consensus toward the Civil Rights
Movement" (5), Day argues in his thoroughly researched and concisely presented study.
Whereas the past decade has seen a surge in the historiography
of the segregationist counter-movement and the significance of the
Southern Manifesto has been generally acknowledged, the document has nonetheless been understudied in regard to its origin,
larger political localization, authorship and impact, as Day's examination shows. The Southern Manifesto thus successfully embarks on
re-evaluating, differentiating, and correcting previous' historiography's representations, and Day contextualizes the Manifesto in
regard to national politics, the 1956 presidential elections, and the
interplay of regional and Congressional politics. Day thematizes
the Manifesto in relation to frictions within the Democratic Party,
the preservation of power, and individual politicians' aspirations,
and the interrelation of black civil rights activism and white resistance. Day's work will thus be of use to those studying the Civil
Rights Movement and Massive Resistance, the study of national and
sectional politics, the 1956 presidential election and Congressional
history, as well as biographical studies on key actors in the EightyFourth Congress and Southern sectional politics.
After giving a general overview of the Civil Rights Movement's
and Massive Resistance's developments up until 1956, Day argues
that increasingly successful civil rights activism, including the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, Autherine Lucy's embattled admission
to the University of Alabama, pending national civil rights legislation, and their importance for the early presidential campaign,
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had put segregationists on the back foot. The Southern Congressional Delegation, according to Day, fearing waning influence on
the Democratic Party's legislative agenda, dismissed another (most
likely equally unsuccessful) Dixiecrat revolt, and opted for continuing "to dictate the national debate over civil rights for both the
1956 national elections and years to come" by directly counterattacking Brown (62). The Southern Manifesto sought to appeal to
Southern officeholders' constituencies and thus ensure their continued re-election (and, consequently, dominance of congressional
committees through seniority), "satisfy both intransigents segregationists [ ... ] and so-called southern moderates," and "dictate the
interpretation of Brown II," the desegregation implementation ruling (5). The Southern Manifesto, Day contends, successfully resulted in a virtually ubiquitous (white) national consensus to proceed
as gradually as possible with school desegregation.
Day's study is at its strongest when unraveling the intricate
processes of the Southern Manifesto's conception, drafting, promulgation and promotion, providing a nuanced examination of
the key actors and strategies. Whereas previous studies have identified United States Senators Harry F. Byrd, Sr., of Virginia, and
J. Strom Thurmond of South Carolina as the principal authors,
Day confirms that Byrd and Thurmond conceived of the idea of
a Southern senators' statement, but traces the informal Southern
Caucus' paper trail more thoroughly to convincingly conclude that
the assumption that Byrd and Thurmond were responsible for the
Manifesto's first official draft has "little to no basis in fact" (77),
resting on uncritically adopted statements of the senators' aides,
or, in Thurmond's case, a personal obsession "with the idea that
he alone was the great champion of Jim Crow" and the Palmetto
State's senator's thusly manipulated narrative (126). In fact, the
Southern Manifesto was a true team effort. Whereas' Day describes
U.S. Senator Richard B. Russell of Georgia as the "editor-in-chief''
(86), various Southern Caucus' members contributed documents
echoing their states' interposition resolutions and other desegregation arguments to be considered by the appointed draft committee.
Day further contradicts the widely accepted notion that the first
draft had to be extensively overhauled to appease moderate Senators who were insisting on weaker language. Day argues that this
"standard narrative" of the editing process "is inaccurate" (97): Perceived moderate Southern Senators, including]. William Fulbright
of Arkansas, former governor and Senator Spessard L. Holland of
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Florida, and Price Daniel of Texas, who indeed objected to some
of the language and whose modifications are "clearly marked on
the final published draft," Day writes, "successfully transformed
the Southern Manifesto" into a statement that aimed at national
appeal, but neither "diffused" nor "ameliorated" the statement in
terms of segregationist radicalism. Their "stylistic changes," Day
concludes, in fact "bolstered" segregationists' arguments (97-104)
and the author competently deconstructs the prevalent myth that
Southern moderates were in favor of any kind of integration.
After giving a differentiated account of the few non-signers'
reasons and fates, including Lyndon B. Johnson's ascension to
presidential suitability, and an overview of the various reactions
to the Manifesto's promulgation, Day argues that the Manifesto
achieved its originators' goals. The Southern Congressional Delegation used it "as a pliant political tool" (134) and launched a publicity campaign, resulting in the politically sanctioned, concerted
obstruction and delay of Brown's implementation. The Manifesto,
Day closes, also influenced the tactics of the Civil Rights Movement:
Unsuccessful in seeking change through the electoral process, civil
rights activists shifted their tactic to direct action.
Rebecca Brueckmann

Freie Universitaet Berlin

Making Modern F/,orida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New
State Constitution. By Mary E. Adkins. (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2016. Acknowledgments, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xxv, 241. $29.95 cloth.)
Mary E. Adkins has performed a great service to Floridians and
academics alike in this detailed history of the process of remaking
Florida's constitution in the late 1960s. The 1885 constitution, written in part as a stern refutation of northern Reconstruction rule,
had fast become a relic as the Sunshine State's population went
from being the South's smallest to the second largest. Indeed, the
remarkably rapid population growth of Florida was the underlying and inexorable force driving the state's leaders to modernize
its government so it could adequately respond to the many issues
arising from urbanization and development that either was or
had the potential to harm the environment. And like its southern
neighbors, Florida endured the scars of a civil rights movement
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that invited federal intervention into all aspects of its public affairs.
Simply put, the pressures bearing on Florida from within its borders and via national legal involvement compelled a select group
of elites to revamp the state's governing document.
Adkins tells the story of constitutional reform in a very accessible chronological order (the insert of a timeline of events is
helpful in this regard), which is only appropriate considering
the numerous significant dates along the way to approving a new
state constitution. For starters, she does an excellent job of placing this historical event in the necessary political context. In the
book's introduction, Adkins identifies the primary and powerful
faction providing the chief resistance to overhauling the Florida
Constitution: "The Pork Chop Gang controlled everything in state
government and, like similar groups of rural legislators in other
states, held on to power by resisting the redistricting that would tell
the story of the growing urbanization of its state's population" (3).
Because these state legislators, who hailed primarily from sparsely
populated districts in the northern end of the state, were more
numerous than their fellow lawmakers in burgeoning central and
southern Florida, they maintained their hold on state government
by denying a reapportionment of districts that would send their
Pork Chop Gang into immediate political extinction.
However, political stasis was broken by the U.S. Supreme
Court's 1962 ruling in Baker v. Carr, which gave a legal remedy to
gross malapportionment, in district-based election contests like
those found in the Sunshine State. The principle of "one man, one
vote," once invoked, would instantly take power from "Old South"
north Florida Democrats and divide it among "New South" Florida
Democrats and Republicans representing the vibrant m~tropolitan
areas found in Orlando and scattered below along Florida's horseshoe of coastal cities. Legal intervention was unrelenting despite
the Pork Chop Gang's efforts to cede minimal influence in their
attempts to draw state legislative districts they hoped would pass
constitutional muster (none of their plans did).
Against this backdrop, Adkins paints a picture of the 37-member Constitution Revision Commission (CRC) that was charged
with the politically monumental task of creating a new Florida Constitution. Adkins is at her best when giving the reader a personalized portrayal of several of these leading constitutional reformers
as the revision process unfolds in step-by-step detail. Her blending
of the personal and the political makes for a lively account. It is
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apparent who the powerbrokers are, especially in the case of Chesterfield Smith, who served as a truly gifted and able chair of the
1966-1968 CRC. Likewise, State Senator Charley Johns, who founded and spearheaded the controversial Florida Legislative Investigations Committee (FLIC), is not only a compelling figure because
of his notoriety associated with leading a Joe McCarthy-style witch
hunt, but more broadly because Johns represents the dying breed
of the once almighty Pork Chop Gang. As was true for several of the
state legislators who served on this inaugural CRC, the court-led
1966 reapportionment and subsequent election, with a more equal
distribution of district populations, would end Johns' legislative
career. And yetJohns, and other CRC members, found themselves
in the unenviable position of having to fall on their political sword
while still making a meaningful contribution to moving the state
forward with a constitution that better reflected and responded to
the demands of the state's population.
Other political luminaries like Reubin Askew, Lawton Chiles,
Bob Graham, and Bill Young make notable appearances. And lesserknown but equally important CRC members like the only woman,
State Senator Beth Johnson, who was involved in the reform process going back to the late 1950s, receive their due. Another vital
member of the CRC was Hugh Taylor, chair of the Style and Drafting Committee. He wielded the pen that decided what content
made the cut for the constitution that the legislature and finally
the voters would approve. Beyond the CRC, Adkins highlights the
influence of University of Florida Professor Manning Dauer, whose
political connections and involvement with the redistricting process ultimately led to his map being adopted for the 1968 elections.
Finally, the early ascendance of the Republican Party played a crucial role in the passage of the 1968 constitution. In 1966, Claude
Kirk won the governorship, the first Republican to hold the office
in Florida since Reconstruction. As Adkins tells the story, Kirk
refused to let the legislature dodge the approval of a new constitution - calling special sessions for the express purpose of passing a
new governing document. Given the tremendous growth of Florida's population, with most of it fueled by in-migrants who were
more likely to identify with the Republican Party, it is no wonder
Governor Kirk enthusiastic~.lly embraced constitutional reform.
Thanks to Adkins, the extraordinary history of Florida's 1968
constitution has finally been told in detailed, comprehensive, and
poignant fashion. Her impressive archival research and numerous
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interviews enrich us with a story of great importance regarding
perhaps the nation's most dynamic state. This account "'W a long
overdue because it bring s into clear focus for Florid ians a pivotal moment in their state's history when the political ve tig s of a
dying past were finally replaced with a set of rules more aligned
with its present and pol itical future.
Seth C. McKee

Texas Tech jU niver
ys
it

Surfing F/,orida: A Photographic History. By Paul Aho. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2014. Acknowledgements, sources,
list of contributors, list of photographers, index. Pp. 264 .
$31.95 hardcover.)
In March 2012, Florida Atlantic University (FAU) announced
the opening of an exhibit on its campus that would use photographs and physical displays to tell the history of surfing in Florida.
As an FAU student, history major, Florida native, and surfer (however unskilled), I was eager to pay a visit. When I arrived, I found
that FAU's Schmidt Center Gallery had indeed b e en transformed
into a sort of 'surf heaven.' Dozens of surfboards adorned the walls ,
sprouted up from the floor, and hung from the ceiling. Throughout the gallery, television screens mounted on the walls displayed
slideshows and videos of surfers carving waves, riding tubes, and
wiping out. Adjacent to the boards and screens were hundreds of
vintage surfing photographs, digitally reproduced for quality and
accompanied by interpretive texts. Paul Abo's SuifingFlorida: A Photographic History is the book that grew out of that exhibit.
The first book to explore surfing in Florida specifically, Surfing Rorida does well to recreate the experience of the exhibit on
paper while providing the kind of historical analysis and context
that may have been lacking in the gallery. A professor of digital
photography at West Kentucky Community and Technical College,
Aho served as editor and curator of the exhibit and attempts in the
book to refute "the perception that there was no surf in (Florida)
and that its surfers were underqualified by global standards" (6).
Aho argues that world-class Floridian surfers like Frieda Zamba,
Lisa Anderson, CJ Hobgood, and Kelly Slater emanated from a
"collective culture" surrounding surfing in the state (6). Abo's goal
in the book is to convey the origins and nature of that culture while
defining Florida's significance in surfing's global history.
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Suifi,ng Florida begins in the early twentieth century as Floridians and visitors alike began swimming in the ocean as a form of
recreation. Initially, "bellyboarding (lying prone on a wooden
board)" reigned as Florida's main ocean activity. By the 1930s,
stand-up surfers could be spotted from Daytona Beach to Miami
Beach, influenced mainly by visitors from Hawai'i. According to
Aho, surfing in Florida declined in popularity during World War
II due to mostly unknown reasons, though the author offers some
possibilities. A post-war population boom in Florida brought surfing back, and by the early 1960s surfing became "hugely popular
on both sides of the coast, despite the lack of regular surf," and
remains so today.
After providing the origins of Florida surfing, Aho identifies
and defines each surfing region of the state. Beginning in the
southeast and working counterclockwise, Aho provides brief surfing histories of Miami and Broward County, Palm Beach County
and the Treasure Coast, The Space Coast, Daytona and New Smyrna Beach, Northeast Florida, the Emerald Coast, and the Southern Gulf. In these brief histories, Aho mostly discusses the primary
surfing pioneers and local legends of each region while conveying
the distinct elements of each area within the state. The latter half
of the book addresses broader elements of Florida surf culture,
examining spirituality and surfing, the commercialization of the
sport, and the music culture that surrounded surfing both in the
state and nationally.
The chief contribution of Suifi,ng Florida is its captivating photographs. Depicting Florida surfers as early as 1919 and moving
through the twenty-first century, the photographs alone prove
Aho's argument regarding a collective surfing culture in the state.
Not only were there surfers in Florida, but there were good surfers who traveled, competed, and won awards across the globe.
These Florida surfers, Aho effectively argues, were influenced by
the strong surf culture they experienced growing up. There are
plenty of photographs of Kelly Slater representing his native Daytona Beach on wave after wave across the world, but there are even
more pictures of everyday people surfing small waves on the Gulf
Coast, dropping in on large New Smyrna waves created by hurricane winds, or just relaxing on the beach with their fellow surfers.
Aho may fall short of proving beyond a reasonable doubt that
Florida surfing has any real significance outside of Florida. Aside
from the handful of successful professionals the state has produced, can one really say that Florida surfing culture has the kind
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of relevance globally as Hawai'i, California, Australia, or any other
heralded surfing mecca? Indeed, Florida can claim Kelly Slater,
commonly regarded as the best surfer to have ever lived, but can it
claim much else outside of the state? Aho is not clear in this regard.
Still, Aho has done a remarkable job of conveying, both textually and visually, a vibrant surfing culture and history in Florida.
Much like his exhibit, Abo's book is a sort of 'surf heaven,' and a
must read for any Florida surfer (however unskilled).
Garrett L. Hillyer
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